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Barrett Honors College at Arizona State University Named Top Student Housing Development in National Multifamily Housing Industry Award Competition

The National Association of Home Builders [NAHB] recognized American Campus Communities and Barrett Honors College at Arizona State University among the top trend-setters in the multifamily housing industry, as part of its 2010 Pillars of the Industry Awards program promoting excellence in apartment design, development, management, and marketing.

Barrett Honors College was awarded the top place in two categories – Best Student Housing Rental Apartment Community and Best Mixed Use Community Site Plan – as selected by an independent panel of judges for the prestigious builder awards. American Campus Communities (ACC), which developed and now operates Barrett for ASU, was also a finalist in NAHB’s Property Management Company of the Year. 

This year’s winners are showcased virtually with NAHB Multifamily’s new venue for the Pillars Awards – the Internet. An interactive presentation at this link – www.nahb.org/pillarsawards shows Barrett Honors College and other innovative multifamily communities to viewers all over the country. 
“Creativity in design and a clear understanding of the entrants’ local markets characterized this year’s entries,” said Charles R. Brindell, Jr., CEO of Mill Creek Residential Trust, LLC, and chair of NAHB’s Multifamily Leadership Board. “The results are outstanding apartments and condos that their residents will take pride in for years to come.”
Barrett was awarded the Best Student Housing and Best Mixed-Use Site Plan by judges on the basis of the project’s architectural excellence, its commitment to sustainability and the community collaboration involved in fully realizing the project.

The complex of eight buildings is a 1,721-bed, mixed-use student community located on the southern edge of the ASU campus in Tempe, Ariz. The project opened in August 2009. The development combines the student housing on a campus-with-a-campus that encompasses a dining center, 11 classrooms, and faculty and administrative offices. Student resident amenities include a computer lounge, fitness center, social lounge and numerous study lounges. The community includes a 20,000 square-foot dining hall with a dozen serving stations. A center courtyard features mature trees and an amphitheatre with large outdoor fireplace, while five smaller courtyards serve as semi-secluded entries to the residences. The community achieved LEED® Gold on the U.S. Green Building Council’s rating system.
Contest judges were impressed by the project’s use of high-density architectural excellence on an under-used institutional edge that placed the 532,000 total square foot project on eight acres of land that redefined this part of the university. Judges also acknowledged the developer’s commitment to sustainability, enabling interested students to choose a “green-living” option in the project’s Sustainability House that features low-consumption plumbing fixtures, energy monitoring for individual rooms, recycled gray water and a green roof. Judges also commended the project’s collaboration with community stakeholders. The developer worked with university administration, honors college faculty and students, service providers to develop buy-in and accommodate concerns related to balancing project costs while creating an environment for academic excellence and effective housing and residence life.

The ACC-led development team included DWL Architects+Planners, ikon.5 Architects, interior designer Sixthriver Architects of Austin, landscape architect IMA Design and general contractor Hardison / Downey / Kitchell.

ACC is one of the nation's largest developers, owners and managers of high-quality student housing communities. The company led the industry to a new plateau in 2004, becoming the first publicly traded student housing REIT (NYSE: ACC). Since 1996, the firm has developed more than $2.3 billion in properties for its own portfolio and university clients, and has acquired in excess of $2 billion in student housing assets. The company also is a national leader in third-party development and management of on-campus student housing.
#####

ABOUT NAHB: The National Association of Home Builders is a Washington-based trade association representing more than 175,000 members involved in home building, remodeling, multifamily construction, property management, subcontracting, design, housing finance, building product manufacturing and other aspects of residential and light commercial construction. NAHB is affiliated with 800 state and local home builders associations around the country. NAHB's builder members will construct about 80 percent of the new housing units projected for 2010.
